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(2) Pole trailer means any motor vehi-
cle which is designed to be drawn by 
another motor vehicle and attached to 
the towing motor vehicle by means of a 
‘‘reach’’ or ‘‘pole,’’ or by being 
‘‘boomed’’ or otherwise secured to the 
towing motor vehicle, for transporting 
long or irregularly shaped loads such 
as poles, pipes, or structural members, 
which generally are capable of sus-
taining themselves as beams between 
the supporting connections. 

(3) Semitrailer means any motor vehi-
cle, other than a pole trailer, which is 
designed to be drawn by another motor 
vehicle and is constructed so that some 
part of its weight rests upon the self- 
propelled towing motor vehicle. 

Truck means any self-propelled com-
mercial motor vehicle except a truck 
tractor, designed and/or used for the 
transportation of property. 

Truck tractor means a self-propelled 
commercial motor vehicle designed 
and/or used primarily for drawing other 
vehicles. 

Use a hand-held mobile telephone 
means: 

(1) Using at least one hand to hold a 
mobile telephone to conduct a voice 
communication; 

(2) Dialing or answering a mobile 
telephone by pressing more than a sin-
gle button, or 

(3) Reaching for a mobile telephone 
in a manner that requires a driver to 
maneuver so that he or she is no longer 
in a seated driving position, restrained 
by a seat belt that is installed in ac-
cordance with 49 CFR 393.93 and ad-
justed in accordance with the vehicle 
manufacturer’s instructions. 

United States means the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 390.5, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 52653, Aug. 
23, 2013, § 390.5 was amended by revising the 
definition of ‘‘Exempt motor carrier’’, effec-
tive Oct. 23, 2015. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 390.5 Definitions. 

* * * * * 

Exempt motor carrier means a person en-
gaged in transportation exempt from eco-
nomic regulation by the Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration (FMCSA) under 
49 U.S.C. chapter 135 but subject to the safe-
ty regulations set forth in this subchapter. 

* * * * * 

§ 390.7 Rules of construction. 
(a) In part 325 of subchapter A and in 

this subchapter, unless the context re-
quires otherwise: 

(1) Words imparting the singular in-
clude the plural; 

(2) Words imparting the plural in-
clude the singular; 

(3) Words imparting the present tense 
include the future tense. 

(b) In this subchapter the word— 
(1) Officer includes any person au-

thorized by law to perform the duties 
of the office; 

(2) Writing includes printing and 
typewriting; 

(3) Shall is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(4) Must is used in an imperative 
sense; 

(5) Should is used in a recommenda-
tory sense; 

(6) May is used in a permissive sense; 
and 

(7) Includes is used as a word of inclu-
sion, not limitation. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60 
FR 38744, July 28, 1995] 

Subpart B—General Requirements 
and Information 

§ 390.9 State and local laws, effect on. 
Except as otherwise specifically indi-

cated, subchapter B of this chapter is 
not intended to preclude States or sub-
divisions thereof from establishing or 
enforcing State or local laws relating 
to safety, the compliance with which 
would not prevent full compliance with 
these regulations by the person subject 
thereto. 

§ 390.11 Motor carrier to require ob-
servance of driver regulations. 

Whenever in part 325 of subchapter A 
or in this subchapter a duty is pre-
scribed for a driver or a prohibition is 
imposed upon the driver, it shall be the 
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duty of the motor carrier to require ob-
servance of such duty or prohibition. If 
the motor carrier is a driver, the driver 
shall likewise be bound. 

§ 390.13 Aiding or abetting violations. 

No person shall aid, abet, encourage, 
or require a motor carrier or its em-
ployees to violate the rules of this 
chapter. 

§ 390.15 Assistance in investigations 
and special studies. 

(a) Each motor carrier and inter-
modal equipment provider must do the 
following: 

(1) Make all records and information 
pertaining to an accident available to 
an authorized representative or special 
agent of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, an authorized 
State or local enforcement agency rep-
resentative, or authorized third party 
representative within such time as the 
request or investigation may specify. 

(2) Give an authorized representative 
all reasonable assistance in the inves-
tigation of any accident, including pro-
viding a full, true, and correct response 
to any question of the inquiry. 

(b) For accidents that occur after 
April 29, 2003, motor carriers must 
maintain an accident register for three 
years after the date of each accident. 
For accidents that occurred on or prior 
to April 29, 2003, motor carriers must 
maintain an accident register for a pe-
riod of one year after the date of each 
accident. Information placed in the ac-
cident register must contain at least 
the following: 

(1) A list of accidents as defined at 
§ 390.5 of this chapter containing for 
each accident: 

(i) Date of accident. 
(ii) City or town, or most near, where 

the accident occurred and the State 
where the accident occurred. 

(iii) Driver Name. 
(iv) Number of injuries. 
(v) Number of fatalities. 
(vi) Whether hazardous materials, 

other than fuel spilled from the fuel 
tanks of motor vehicle involved in the 
accident, were released. 

(2) Copies of all accident reports re-
quired by State or other governmental 
entities or insurers. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2126–0009) 

[69 FR 16719, Mar. 30, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 76821, Dec. 17, 2008] 

§ 390.16 [Reserved] 

§ 390.17 Additional equipment and ac-
cessories. 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be 
construed to prohibit the use of addi-
tional equipment and accessories, not 
inconsistent with or prohibited by this 
subchapter, provided such equipment 
and accessories do not decrease the 
safety of operation of the commercial 
motor vehicles on which they are used. 

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60 
FR 38744, July 28, 1995. Redesignated at 65 FR 
35296, June 2, 2000] 

§ 390.19 Motor carrier, hazardous ma-
terial safety permit applicant/hold-
er; and intermodal equipment pro-
vider identification reports. 

(a) Applicability. Each motor carrier 
and intermodal equipment provider 
must file Form MCS–150, Form MCS– 
150B or Form MCS–150C with FMCSA 
as follows: 

(1) A U.S.-, Canada-, Mexico-, or non- 
North America-domiciled motor car-
rier conducting operations in inter-
state commerce must file a Motor Car-
rier Identification Report, Form MCS– 
150. 

(2) A motor carrier conducting oper-
ations in intrastate commerce and re-
quiring a Safety Permit under 49 CFR 
part 385, subpart E of this chapter must 
file the Combined Motor Carrier Identi-
fication Report and HM Permit Appli-
cation, Form MCS–150B. 

(3) Each intermodal equipment pro-
vider that offers intermodal equipment 
for transportation in interstate com-
merce must file an Intermodal Equip-
ment Provider Identification Report, 
Form MCS–150C. 

(b) Filing schedule. Each motor car-
rier or intermodal equipment provider 
must file the appropriate form under 
paragraph (a) of this section at the fol-
lowing times: 

(1) Before it begins operations; and 
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